Walter Werner Holland was professor of clinical epidemiology and social medicine at St Thomas' Hospital from1968 to 1994. He was born into a Jewish family in Czechoslovakia, and his father, who had previously helped Germans fleeing the Nazi regime, left for England immediately after the German occupation of Prague in 1939. By switching trains in Germany he crossed the border out of the country in a train that was not thoroughly searched. Soon after, Walter and his mother followed. Other family members were not so lucky; his grandmother perished in Theresienstadt concentration camp. Despite initially speaking little English, he was an accomplished student at Rugby School and subsequently at St Thomas' Hospital Medical School. His interest in research was kindled when he was among a handful of students in his year to be selected for an intercalated BSc in physiology, graduating in 1951 and, subsequently, MBBS in 1954. 
Influencing hospital design
The first part of Walter's career focused on chronic disease and, in particular, respiratory disease in children. He took a hands-on approach, spending one evening a week visiting the families participating in his studies and analysing the data on the first primitive computers. In the mid-1960s his focus shifted. St Thomas' was being rebuilt, and he was determined to ensure that the new facility reflected the health needs of the local population in Lambeth. This led him to create the first health services research unit in the UK. After his work on the new St Thomas' he was invited to advise on other new hospitals, at Frimley Park and in Bury St Edmunds. Their designs were informed by a series of studies, ranging from epidemiological assessments of the health needs of the surrounding population to a randomised controlled trial of early discharge. This work also brought him into contact with the messy world of policy, leading him to note that "There is one very major thing that you forget-that is, that politicians themselves haven't got the faintest clue about most of this." However, he carefully cultivated his links with civil servants, ensuring that evidence was at least heard, even if not always acted on.
He was never afraid to challenge perceived wisdom. His research on air pollution challenged the view that it was a major cause of chronic bronchitis at the levels seen in the UK in the 1970s. His trial of multiphasic health screening found major problems with a procedure that was thought to be beneficial, causing private health providers to become incandescent. BUPA was especially cross when he revealed that they were charging £75 for a suite of tests that cost them £12. Similarly, his work on the government's resource allocation working party was very unpopular in the constituency in south London where he lived, when it became clear that it would lose considerable amounts of funding.
